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The Rising SSUN
Lenny Cowles, Membership Chair

This past February, I had the honor and pleasure to participate, in the installation of a new Fellowship Society. 
Oh the rarity of it and what a magnificent bloom of colorful delight! As you may all recall, several months ago the 
announcements were made and the process begun, finally culminating on Feb. 21st with an Installation Ceremony 
for the Sunrise Society of Urantians in Nevada. 

The weekend was most pleasant in the desert climate of Boulder City, Nevada. Florence and Gard Jameson 
opened their home and provided a stunningly beautiful setting for this special occasion. Along with Robert Burns 
and John Hales, we were honored to represent the Fellowship and meet a wonderful assembly of Urantians ready 

to make the commitment, answer the call, and step up as 
a community to further the dissemination of The Urantia 
Book. 

Marvin and Francyl Gawryn, along with a core group 
of readers, have been working very diligently to inspire the 
local study group to grow and organize into something more 
and how beautifully they have all succeeded. Following the 
ceremony, we all enjoyed a wonderful Urantian tradition of a 
pot-luck meal and a most pleasant evening of fellowshiping.

The following Sunday we were invited to worship 
services in Boulder City’s oldest church (now being patiently 
inspired by a few faithful Urantians). Later that afternoon 
we re-grouped, gathering in the Las Vegas version of Urantia 
Central, a modest abode converted and dedicated to the 
spiritual uplifting of Nevada. We then enjoyably participated 
in the local study group. These folks are diverse, organized, 
and have been blessed with a special core group of dedicated 

Urantians that deserve our heartfelt thank you’s and sincere rounds of congratulations for a great beginning.
These folks of SSUN should serve as an inspiration to those Urantians in areas where a society has yet to be 

formed. They now have the collective benefits of group strength to draw upon and a direct line to the resources of 
the Fellowship. We welcome the SSUN and look forward to their creative contributions to the forthcoming TDA 
and we hope that one of their members will seek election to the General Council.

Volunteer For Service On The General Council
Have you ever felt you had some great ideas for spreading the Urantia revelation? Now is your chance to 

participate in Fellowship activities as a General Councilor. As a member of the Council, you will have a chance 
to help direct the course of the Fellowship as we bring this epochal revelation to the world. Will you volunteer to 
join us in this adventure as a member of the Council?

Every three years one-third of the 36-member Council is elected by the Triennial Delegate Assembly. This 
summer the election will be held at the Study Session 2009. We welcome new faces to the Council, people who 
will help us expand our vision. It is a privilege to stand for an individual point of view that is listened to, tolerated, 
and respected while seeking the group wisdom. 

The importance of volunteering is emphasized in The Urantia Book at least 80 times. At every level from 
the mortal life to Paradise this is the model of the universe to volunteer to serve others because it is an honor 
to do so. If you would like to serve with us, please fill out the application form which can be found on the 
Fellowship website at http://www.fefadmin.org/forms/ under “Organizational Forms” and select “Application for 
Organizational Service.”

Fellowship officers present the SSUN charter to Marvin 
Gawryn. Left to right, John Hales, Lenny Cowles, 
Marvin Gawryn, and Robert Burns.
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A Virtual Society?
It all began with a study group formed in 1955, immediately following the 

publication of The Urantia Book; and following a petition for a charter, on 
June 27, 1961, the Orvonton Urantia Society of Chicago was installed as the 
seventh society to be chartered by the Urantia Brotherhood.

For many years the society was quite active, but as members moved 
away the numbers dwindled, and by the 1980s few members remained in 
the Chicago area. Members who had moved away formed study groups in 
their own areas, however, and stayed in touch with each other. 

In 2006, a number of members who were now in Indianapolis 
decided to resurrect the society and inducted a number of long-time readers from study groups in the area. Some 
members living at a distance also wanted to take an active part in society activities, and the society decided to go 
“virtual.”  

The fact that active members were widely scattered presented some problems however. The issue of the annual 
meeting was solved by holding it at the yearly summer conference, and in 2006 twelve members from four different 
states gathered for their first annual meeting. Almost all of the society’s business is conducted by e-mail. 

Each geographically distant study group elects their own membership chair, and is self-determining as to its 
own internal affairs and activities. Last fall the Baton Rouge  group participated in the Louisiana State Book 
Fair and plans to do so again this year. And the Indianapolis group has several study groups within the city and 
is sponsoring the growth of a study group in Lafayette, Indiana, 50 miles away. This “virtual” type of society 
represents a somewhat experimental approach. So far, it seems to be working well, and may prove to be an example 
for some societies of the future.

Pipeline Of Light News–Spring 2009
The Fellowship has recently seen an increase of activity in India. Paula Thompson received this letter at her 

office from a person who received one of the Pipeline books after sending in a coupon: 

GOD IS LOVE
To:  Sir Paula Thompson
I am CG J****.  I doesn’t know who are you.  I didn’t meet you, but I received a gift. The Urantia 

Book from your end. Very, very thanks for the same. I hope this might be God’s plan.
Firstly, I was surprised to see the address a book from USA as it was my first letter/gift from a country 

like States. 
Sir, pray for me, and for my parents.  Shortly I will be going to Saudi Arabia for a job. Rest everything 

is fine, and hope the same with you.  Even though we are far, but through this (letter) medium we are 
still nearer thanks be to God.

Nothing more to pen at present, closing with lots of love and good wishes to you and your team.. A 
line in reply is anxiously awaited.

thanking you, sir,  yours affectionately, CG J****

I always enjoy hearing from the people who ask for and receive the revelation through the Pipeline efforts!  
These contacts are made possible by the hard work of our International Committee led by Buck Weimer, Paula 
Thompson at the office, and generous donors like you.

We deeply appreciate your continuing financial help. If you would like to contribute to this work, donations 
can be made online at: www.urantiabook.org/support or by mail to:

The Urantia Book Fellowship, 9190 West 90th Place, 80021
Thank you so much for your support.  Michelle Klimesh, Pipeline Coordinator




